
WORKS SUITE 2005 VS. MS OFFICE 2003

Kris Pepper

9/23/05

CSC170 001

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1Introduction


1Price


1Functionality


2Compatability


2Table


2Conclusion


3Works Cited




Introduction

Many PCs come with Works Suite 2005 or Microsoft Office loaded. These programs let people do tasks on their computer that used to be done with a pen and paper. Students can look at the price, functionality and compatability of these two software programs to help decide between them. 

Works Suite 2005 has all the basic functions, including a word processor and spreadsheet tool. It also has an old version of word, Word 2002. It also has some unrelated programs like Picture It, Encarta Encyclopedia and Money. 

Microsoft Office is used in business, but can be sold at a lower price for students and teachers. It can also be sold with only Word, a document program, and Excel, a spreadsheet program, but this analysis will include the Powerpoint, a presentation tool, and Outlook, an e-mail tool. 

Price
Both of these products usually come with a PC, so they are usually bundled into the total price. The cost of just purchasing Works Suite 2005 is $99.95 (-20.00 rebate). The cost of a student edition MS Office (with Word, Excel, PPT and Outlook) is $150.00. Both these prices are from www.microsoft.com. Amazon offers a $30.00 discount on MS Office. Works Suite 2005 is about 2/3 the price of MS Office.

Functionality  

Works Suite 2005 has lots of extra programs. It has an encyclopedia, a map maker, a picture manager and a financial program. MS Office does not have any of these extra programs, but this analysis will concentrate only on the office task functions, so having these extra programs is irrelevant. 

For office tasks, Works Suite 2005 has an earlier version of Word, (Word 2002). It has a spreadsheet that is equivalent, but probably a little less functional than Excel. A real version of MS Office Excel and the latest version of Word are more powerful, but the Works version will probably do all the tasks a student really needs.

Works Suite 2005 also has Outlook Express to just manage e-mail, and a separate calendar to help you manage your schedule. MS Office Outlook is a more integrated program that puts the schedule together with your e-mail. 
Works Suite 2005 also can view, but not make, powerpoint presentations. MS Office Powerpoint can make presentations. If the ability to make presentations is required, Works Suite 2005 will not be able to compete. 

Works Suite 2005 has a database, but MS Office does not. MS Office does offer Access for a higher price, but that was not included in this analysis. For simple database needs, Works would be better, but for complex databases, a program such as Access would be needed.  
Compatability

Most businesses and schools use MS Office, so it is easier to transfer documents between work and home when you have MS Office. With Works, Word documents will be easy to transfer because the student can actually use Word 2002, but it may not be able to open documents saved as Word 2003. Spreadsheets in Works can probably be saved as Excel files, but if you forget to save them as Excel, Excel will probably not be able to open them. While Works can be compatible to Office, it is easier to use Office and not have to worry about file conversions.
Table
	
	Works Suite 2005
	MS Office

	Price
	$99.95
	$150.00

	Functionality
	· Word 2002
Works spreadsheet
· Works calendar

· Works database

· Powerpoint viewer (but cannot create a ppt)

· Extra, non office work, programs
	· Word 2003

· Excel 2003

· Outlook 2003 (e-mail and calendar)
· Powerpoint 2003

	Compatability
	· Can save as Office
· Must have document saved as prior version to open in Word 2002
	· Most businesses and schools use office directly


Conclusion
The $50.00 price difference is worth the extra features and easier compatability of MS Office. For that $50.00, a student will be able to create presentations. The student will also have an easier time transferring documents to and from school. 
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